PEAGMATISM

about them. In real life thought starts from per-
plexities, from situations in which, as Professor
Dewey says, beliefs have to be ' reconstructed,"1 and it
aims at setting doubts at rest. It is psychologically
impossible for a rational mind to assert what it
knows to be true, and supposes everyone else
to admit the truth of. This is why even a
philosophers conversation does not consist of a
rehearsal of'all the unchallenged truisms that he
can remember.

Being thus conditioned by a doubtf every judg-
ment is a challenge. It claims truth, and backs its
claims by the authority of its maker ; but it would
be folly to imagine that it thereby becomes ipso
facto true, or is meant to be universally accepted
without testing. Its maker must know this as well
as anyone, unless his dogmatism has quite blotted
out his common sense. Indeed, he may himself
have given preference to the judgment he made
over the alternatives that occurred to him only
after much debate and hesitation,, and may pro-
pound it only as a basis for further discussion and
testing.

Initially, then, every judgment is a truth-claim,
and this claim is merely formal. It does not mean
that the claim is absolutely true, and that it is
impious to question it. On the contrary, it has
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